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SHRI RATAN KAHAR

Shri Ratan Kahar is an exponent of folk song Bhadu Gan and many other
types of songs.

2. Born on 1% January, 1945, Shri Kahar resides in Nagaripara, Sonatorepara
Mouja, Suri Birbhum, Jharkhand.He has been active in this art practice for
more than 65 years. He had been performing on stage since he was 9 years old.
Bhadu and Alcup songs are traditional form of Folk Culture particularly in this
part of West Bengal i.e. in the district of Birbhum. Along with dancing he had a
natural inclination to write songs. This talent of his manifested in writing parody
songs for Bhadu and Alcup in the initial part of his life and soon with the
abundance of his talent he started to write original songs from a very early age in
his life. He has written at least 250-300 original Bhadu and folk songs. He has
performed on Radio and Television several times in his life.

3. Shri Kahar himself provides tune to the numerous Bhadu, Alcup and
various types of Folk songs written by him. Indianness has been expressed in all
over his creations. He wrote and sang songs of the soil, and these songs told tales
of the common and neglected men. His songs like 'Boroloker Biti lo', 'O Ravan
pala re, Lanka ghirechhe Hanuman' were sung by legendary folk singers like
Swapna Chakroborty, Purna Das Baul and many others.

4. Even today, Shri Kahar gets up before dawn for the rendition of devotional
prabhati songs, which is called 'Tahal' in this part of West Bengal. His songs have
been entertaining and teaching people in their own inimitable ways at least for
thelast 60 years. He himselfis an institution.

S. Shri Kahar was felicitated many times by various Government institutions
like the Department of Information & Culture and private institutions. The State
Government has given a monetary benefit of Rs 1000/- per month as Artiste
Allowance. Despite receiving little in terms of assistance, he didn't stop the
pursuit of his passion which fascinated both rural and urban people of West
Bengal and India alike.
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